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(February 2011), and year to date. 2011 2010 residents, by month.
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Table 2. Selected STD cases and rates per 100,000 population for San Diego County by age cases in 2011 with 2010
and race/ethnicity, and year to date.
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. Note: All data are provisional. Morbidity is based on date of diagnosis.
Chlamydia 539 61.4 6 7262 1258 124 348 74 220 If date of diagnosis is not available, date of specimen collection is
Gonorrhea 3 38 2 24 4 81 7 2.0 8 24 used. Totals for past months might change because of delays in
Early syphilis 1 0.1 1 1.2 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 reporting from labs and providers.

Editorial Note: “We All Test”: Syphilis Testing Reminders for Gay Men

Primary and secondary syphilis increased 146% in San Diego County from 2003 to 2010, with
gay men and other men who have sex with men (MSM) accounting for 91% of the 269 primary
and secondary cases in the County in 2010. The County of San Diego (COSD) recommends
that sexually active MSM be tested for syphilis (and other STDs) every 3-6 months. Data from
San Diego and the rest of the United States, however, show that many MSM are not regularly YAV/
tested for syphilis. In fact, in a recent national study, only 39% of MSM reported a syphilis test in >
the past year. As a result, many syphilis cases are not identified until the early latent stage after
which they have already passed the infectious period and may have unknowingly transmitted
syphilis to others. In 2010, 40% of the reported cases of early syphilis in San Diego County
were early latent cases.

To encourage more gay men and other MSM to regularly get tested for syphilis, in 2010 COSD
and Family Health Centers of San Diego (FHCSD) launched “We All Test: Fighting Syphilis in
San Diego”, a campaign that provides MSM with the opportunity to sign up to receive text mes-
sage and/or email syphilis testing reminders every 3-6 months. Since then, over 500 MSM have
registered to receive testing reminders. While men can go directly to the campaign website, www.\WeAllTest.com, to register for reminders, nearly 90%
of the sign-ups have been because a clinician or other medical provider encouraged the individual to register.

In order to help facilitate those medical provider assisted sign-ups, COSD and FHCSD created easy to complete sign-up forms that can be kept in exam
rooms. To inquire about getting “We All Test” sign-up forms for your practice, please contact Tom Gray at tom.gray@sdcounty.ca.gov or (619) 692-
8835.

Note: This report, also accessible through the “Reports and Statistics” link at www.STDSanDiego.org, contains hyperlinks to other documents.

Information about the County of San Diego STD Clinics: www.STDSanDiego.org Provider STD Reporting: (619) 692-8520; fax (619) 692-8541
STD Clinical Consultation Pager: (877) 217-1816 (8 a.m.-5 p.m., M-F, except major holidays) | STD Clinic: (619) 692-8550; fax (619) 692-8543
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